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should hear of an action^ and the poor prisoners were set in the
front, to be lolled by their own friends. How dreadful* how dis-
tressing was this! Our distress was so groat that we should have
been glad to snatch at anything that looked like a government
Had any person, that was able to protect us, come and set up
his standard, we should all have flocked to it, even if it had been
a monarch, and that monarch might have proved a tyrant; so
that you see that anarchy leads to tyranny, and better have one
tyrant than so many at once.
"Now, Mr. President, when I saw this constitution, 1 foond
that it was a cure for these disorders. It was just such a thing as
we wanted. I got a copy of it and read it over and over. 1 had
been a member of the convention to form our own state con-
stitution, and had learnt something of the checks and balances of
power, and I found them all here. I did not go to any lawyer, to
ask his opinion—we have no lawyer in our town, and we do well
enough without I formed my own opinion, and was pleased with,
this constitution. My honorable old daddy there (pointing to Mr.
Singletary) wont think that I expect to be a congress-man and
swallow up the liberties of the people. I never had any post,, nor
do I want one. But I dent think the worse of the constitution
because lawyers and men of learning, and monied men are fond
of it, 1 dont suspect that they want to get into congress and abuse
their power. I am not of such a jealous make. They that are
honest men themselves are not apt to suspect other people. 1
dont know why our constituents have not as good a right to be
jealous of us, as we seem to be of the congress; and I think those
gentlemen who are so very suspicious that as soon as a man gets
into power he turns rogue, had better look at home.
"We are by this constitution allowed to send ten [actually
eight] members to congress. Have we not more than that number
fit to go? I dare say3 if we pick out ten, we shall have another ten
left, and I hope ten times ten; and will not these be a check upon
those that go? Will they go to congress and abuse their power
and do mischief, when they know they must return and look
the other ten in the face, and be called to account for their con-
duct? Some gentlemen think that our liberty is not safe in the
hands of inonied men, and men of learning. I am not of that
mind.
"Brother farmers, let us suppose a case, now: Suppose you

